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Examining the Characteristic Method of Playing Yotsudake within the Re-creation of
Folk Dance: A Case Study of “Yotsudake-bushi”

KOBAYASHI Atsuko

Abstract

Yotsudake is percussion instrument used in pairs of two, each consisting of two bamboo plates, connected by a
string on one edge. The instrument is usually played by holding two plates in each hand and clicking them together.
Yotsudake is played by musicians and dancers as well.

This paper focuses on “Yotsudake-bushi”, a style of dancing featuring the use of yotsudake, originating from the
Gokayama area, Toyama Prefecture. In this dance, the performers are holding only one bamboo plate in each hand
and clap them together or they clap both plates on their thighs with their arms outstretched. To examine why this
characteristic way of playing yotsudake was introduced into this dance, this study examined related literature and videos,
and an interview with the president of the society that has preserved the “Yotsudake-bushi”” was conducted as well.

“Yotsudakebushi” was re-created in 1952 to be performed on stage at the Nationwide Local Performing Arts
Convention in 1953. It was recreated by following and arranging the “Wa-odori,” which was danced at local festivals.
This was because “Mugiya-bushi,” the representative dance of the society, was selected as an intangible cultural
property in 1952 and performed at the Nationwide Local Performing Arts Convention in 1953. The lyrics and dance
choreography of “Mugiya-bushi” was recreated in in 1909 to recall the glorious short period of the Heike, who are
said to be the ancestors of the people of Gokayama. Within the recreation process of “Yotsudake-bushi,” the costumes
were changed from kimono to Suikan and Hakama, which were everyday garments worn by nobles in the Heike
period. Dancers held yotsudake in each hand; and some dance movements were changed from dynamic stamping to
sliding, from clapping hands to tapping one plate of the yotsudake in each hand, and from tapping thighs to tapping the
yotsudake.

This study reveals that the characteristic way of playing yotsudake was introduced at the time to accord with the
arrangement of some movements in the “Wa-odori” and to show the ceremonious choreography, which suited the
costumes and dance movements. This study also revealed that members of the society involved in the recreation of the

“Mugiya-bushi” and “Yotsudake-bushi” intended to make these dances legitimate.
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